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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – July 7, 2020 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. via a 
Zoom conference call due to the COVID-19 health emergency. Committee members present via zoom call: Chair 
Smith, Roberta Visser, Linda Hunt, Bob Goodrich, and Jane Johnson. 
 
ABSENT 
None 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the Zoom 
App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 842 8575 4633 password 
468380. The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Jeff Taylor, Don Scott LA Design, and Bruce 
Bohannon with the Rail Trail Advisory Committee 
 
MINUTES 
The commission members considered the meeting Minutes for June 1, 2020. There was a motion by Hunt to 
approve the Minutes of June 1, 2020 with changes submitted by Visser. There was a Goodrich second to the 
motion and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT   
There was none at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS   
Donation of land shown at Map 18, Lot 138 
The land is near to the State Route 12 roundabout and opposite Sam’s retail store. There was a brief description 
of the property by Bachler.  
 

Motion was made by Johnson to support the donation of land shown at Map 18, Lot 138, second by 
Visser, and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Permit by Notification - 54 Wilson Pond Road 
Don Scott was present to discuss the permit request to repair an existing wall on a peninsular at Wilson Pond. 
Repairs will be unit block wall and in same position as existing wall that is falling apart. He said this will be on the 
same foundation as existing and will be an improvement. Scott said there was an old rubble of stone on the site 
and that will be removed and the whole wall will be concrete. 
 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Goodrich said he Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin was not aware that this was being requested and he 
noted that the application states that the work is to be done during the lowering of Wilson Pond. Goodrich said 
there will probably be no lowering of Wilson Pond in the future given the repairs to the pond dam. Goodrich also 
asked about the wall footings. Scott said a new footing would be compacted gravel. Scott said if the pond won’t 
be lowered, they might have to use a siltation fence. Scott asked if the pond was lower due to the drought and 
Visser said she hasn’t seen that. Scott said the project was scheduled for this coming fall. He noted that without a 
drawdown the applicant cannot use a Permit by Notification permit. He said the applicant would have to use a 
coffer dam to isolate the work from the pond and would need to go through a full permit process. 
 
Smith agreed that if the pond doesn’t get lowered, there would have to be some other measures to protect the 
pond during the work. Bachler said New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) would make 
the decision about whether a different permit was needed for the work to be done. 
 

Motion was made by Johnson to approve the Chair to sign the Permit of Notification provided the pond is 
lowered and if the pond is not lowered a new plan would have to be presented by the owner. Discussion: 
Scott said this is a five-year permit, so they could receive the permit and then wait until the pond was 
lowered. Goodrich asked if the homeowner might ask the Town to lower the pond for this project. Smith 
said other residents would have to be supportive of that idea. Bachler said he wasn’t sure what the 
process would be. Goodrich seconded the motion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Sugar Hill Road Variance Application 
The members reviewed an application for a new garage to replace an existing garage that has deteriorated. Smith 
read the request from the owners who said this will be a major improvement in the neighborhood. Bachler said 
there are no wetlands in the area. The garage will be generally in the footprint of the existing garage and will need 
a variance for the sideline setback. This will go to the Zoning Board on July 20, 2020.  
 
Goodrich said he knows the property. The garage going in is not in the same footprint; it is larger but in the same 
general location and would be an improvement. Johnson asked what they are doing with the garage; are they 
running a business from it. Bachler said it is a residential property. 
 
Smith said he hears no significant concerns and consensus of the Commission that there were no concerns to 
comment on the Department Head Review form. 
 
Monadnock Chopper Application 
Discussion was held regarding a Multi-Tenant application for a flight school. Bachler said they would be using 
existing space and terminal building at the airport. Bachler said what is appropriate for comments would be 
Conservation Commission areas of purview. Smith said the school will be very small in terms of employees and 
Bachler said there are two helicopters that will be used for training. Two individuals will be working at the school 
said Bachler. Bachler said the school has been approved by the City of Keene.  
 
Visser said there can be a lot of noise associated with helicopter flights. She said in the past a similar school 
created a lot of noise and they went out of business (about 20 years ago). Bachler said there was litigation with 
the Town of Swanzey because of noise and the Town loss that case. Bachler said in the Consent Decree, the Town 
of Swanzey can regulate non-governmental uses at the airport such as parking, signage and lighting. The Town will 
not have a say in approving the helicopter school. Johnson said it is disconcerting that Swanzey residents will get 
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flights over head and noise and Keene residents will not. But she heard that this school will have fewer helicopters 
than the past business. 
 
Visser read some comments from Joan Roelofs a citizen of Keene who lives on Beaver Street:  Helicopter school 
is a bad choice since it is a residential area and towns have a duty to protect citizens. Roelofs said there are other 
types of businesses that could be encouraged. 
 
Smith said the Conservation Commission has no power to change the fact that the school has been approved. 
 
Smith said he wondered about insurance that the helicopter business has. 
 
Johnson said resources have been spent on the rail trail system and this will not add to the pleasure of using those 
resources.  
 
Bohannon was present. He said helicopters are already flying over his house and they are far less noisy than the 
ones in the past. He said he doesn’t mind them and they don’t hang around. They go to the northwest and you 
don’t see them again until they land. 
 
Goodrich asked if the school is in operation right now. Visser said she read in the paper that Keene gave approval 
to draw up a contract. She said there are maintenance questions as to whether the business will be careful with 
oil and fuel in the vicinity of the aquifer. 
 
Bachler said the airport has a full time director and there is someone monitoring activity there. Hunt said the 
business owner already has a hangar that has been checked out. The office would be in the terminal building. 
Johnson said with two helicopters and with the concerns stated in the minutes with regard to maintenance and 
noise pollution in neighborhoods in Swanzey she felt assured that the business owners would be aware of 
concerns. 
 

Johnson moved to have the Chair sign the Department Head Review form since the operation is on-going 
and the minutes will be attached for conservation concerns. There was a second by Hunt. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
Bachler said it is always important for folks to show up at the Planning Board meeting to voice concerns. It helps 
the business to be made aware of concerns.  
 
Compass Innovative Behavior Strategies 
The members discussed the multi-tenant application for health care daily clinic with focus on behavioral therapy 
for autism/behavioral issues. Bachler said this is an established business. The building they want to occupy is close 
to the Keene line on Matthews Road. There is no new construction. Smith said he didn’t see any environmental 
concerns. No comments from the Conservation Commission. 
 
Riley Conservation area - inspection/proposal (Jeff Taylor) 
Smith read a note from Taylor regarding which land would be covered by work to manage invasive species. 
Taylor said on June 16th, he visited the land accompanied by Bruce Bohannon. He said he walked around the 
former gravel pit area. He said the gravel area was treated somewhat in the past. He said he did not treat up to 
Ash-Swamp Brook. He said he wants to make sure the Commission wants to incorporate that area. He said the 
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area has knotweed. Smith asked if this is outside the Riley conservation area. Taylor said the boundary line may 
show the gravel pit outside the conservation area. Johnson asked if Taylor treats all the conservation area and not 
treat the gravel pit, doesn’t that just come back to the conservation area and defeats the purpose of spraying to 
being with. Taylor said it makes sense to treat all of the knotweed, including the area beyond the conservation 
area. Hunt said there was discussion about spraying invasive species and that it will never go completely away. 
She said we will be constantly spraying there every year.  
 
Bohannon said he hates to see the place inundated with Japanese knotweed. He said there are other types of 
invasives like buckthorn. Taylor said there are eight invasive species on the site. Taylor said you need to treat 
knotweed several years in a row and the strategy would be to reduce the invasives to a small number than can be 
more easily managed. He noted some nice native plants at the brook and there is a nice meadow nearby and he 
said he would hate to see the buckthorn invade that area. 
 
Visser asked if the spray affects trees. Taylor said they do not spray, they use selective application. Taylor said 
there would be no standing water for when they do the application. A wooded wetland would require a permit. 
Ash Swamp is considered surface water. Taylor said he is a certified and horticultural professional and is allowed 
to do treatment, but he cannot treat wooded wetland without a permit from the State.  
 
Goodrich asked if we should be doing anything with the Town’s property without permission. Johnson said she 
doesn’t think anyone will care if Conservation Commission is paying for it. The Conservation area is owned by 
Swanzey as well as neighboring property. Taylor said he treats the sewage treatment plant every year with the 
same treatment as he would do for the Riley property and that property is owned by Swanzey. 
 
Discussion was held regarding property lines. Smith said to ask for a proposal to find out the costs and then bring 
it to the Town before proceeding. $2,500 was estimate from Taylor, including filing for special permit. 
 
Visser said who would one ask permission from - would it be Selectmen or Town Administrator. Bohannon said 
start with Branley and let him know that it was done in the past, then if need to go to Selectmen, he didn’t think 
they would have a problem with it. Smith said he agreed with Bohannon. Consensus was to move forward. Taylor 
said he would send in a proposal with costs. Taylor said it takes a month to get a special permit. He said it is best 
for summer or early fall for treatment. Taylor will have proposal into Smith before next meeting in August. 
 
       
Wantastiquet Monadnock Hiking Trail (WMT) 
The WMT goes through Swanzey. Mike Kowalczyk sits on the WMT Coalition Committee. Because the WMT uses 
the Cheshire Rail Trail in Swanzey, The Swanzey Rail Trail Advisory Committee has taken responsibility for the 
maintenance of that section of the trail. The WMT Coalition is looking to raise funds for tent site development and 
general trail maintenance. He asked that the Swanzey Conservation Commission consider donating $100 to the 
WMT Coalition. 
 
Hunt said she doesn’t feel comfortable giving funds to this cause without more information. Bohannon said 
perhaps ask Kowalczyk to one of the Commission meetings to explain. Bohannon suggested the Commission take 
no motion and table it for now. Consensus was to table it for now. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Meadowsend work related invoices  
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Smith reported that the Commission has received three invoices from Meadowsend. 

 Invoice #4620 – date of 6/8/20 - $75 for Conservation Commission meeting via Zoom 

 invoice #5720 – date of 6/8/20 - $112.50 for Timber sale field work 

 Invoice #010620 Conservation Commission meeting preparation and attendance $195 – date is 
3/13/20 at a rate of $65 per hour 

 
Smith suggested a review of the contract to determine why these were not covered by the contract. Johnson 
noted they didn’t say anything about charging for attendance at meetings. Johnson said she doesn’t want to pay 
these invoices until they are explained. Visser said to ask them to show in the contract where they can charge for 
these items. Smith will contact Meadowsend regarding why meetings are not covered by the contract. 
       
Aquifer protection initiative 
Reference was made to BBernard’s email of March 9, 2018 which compared the current Ordinance for the Town 
of Swanzey to an Aquifer Protection District:  
 

1. There is no Aquifer Protection District – which could be added as Groundwater Protection Overlay 
District 

2. Section III General Provisions B. refers to “liquid discharge” – would a broader category be covered if 
“pollutants” were added?  I think there are other types of pollutants than liquid, such as those in 
crystalline or powder form which if left outdoors and rained on, add waste to the ground. 

3.  Section VI Commercial/Industrial 1.d. 1) does not refer to the business site itself only to adjacent or 
other properties, yet in Section X-A for Industrial Park, it does refer to onsite prohibitions – why in 
one but not in the other? 

4. In the Commercial/Industrial section there is no list of prohibited uses such as listed in the water 
protection ordinance Item VI, page 6. While it might not be necessary to list everything from the 
water protection ordinance, why isn’t there any list at all for the ZBA to refer to? 

5. The current ordinance allows for storage of unspecified amounts of petroleum and other hazardous 
materials while the water protection ordinance would have prohibited anything greater than 660 
gallons in a single tank or 1320 gallons for multiple tank systems. 

6. I don’t see any prohibition in the current ordinance for disposal of solid waste or subsurface storage 
of petroleum or other hazardous materials. 

7. I don’t see any prohibition against snow dump brought from outside the town. 
8. I don’t see any prohibition against specific regulated substances. 
9. While automotive service and repair shops are expressly permitted, I don’t see a statement about 

junkyards and salvage yards or prohibition for a hazardous waste facility.  (I apologize if I have 
somehow missed the reference.) 

 
There was a discussion about development being primarily residential instead of businesses. There was a 
discussion about the master plan/aquifer protection ordinance – ask Bachler to put it on the agenda for Planning 
Board. Johnson said she could bring up as Other Discussion. Smith said the ordinance could be obtained via 
petition. Johnson said she has copies of the Source Water Protection plan of 2017, and Groundwater Protection 
Overlay District documentation. Visser suggested a sub-committee of the Planning Board might be considered. 
Johnson said she would discuss it with Bachler. Johnson also noted a survey that was conducted and she would 
like to see the results from that. 
 
REPORTS 
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Expenditure Report 
$150 donated to ARLAC – $6,267.25 is total spending for this year thus far. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Barbara Skuly Thank You 
Smith read the letter from Skuly about the donation to ARLAC which enables extra care for the Ashuelot River.  
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, August 3, 2020 is next meeting at 4 pm 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Hunt and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
              
              
         


